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Children’s Speech and Language Therapy Service

Referral Criteria

Please read in conjunction with Speech and Language Therapy Service Guidelines for Referral. 

Referrals are accepted for children (0-16 years) and young people (16-19 years in statutory education such as special school provision) with the following:

· An inability to communicate his/her basic needs.
· Speech, language and communication difficulties which are significantly affecting ability to access the curriculum, for example;

· Unable to follow classroom instructions at the level of their peers

· Unable to participate in group discussions at the level of their peers

· Unable to ask questions for clarification at the level of their peers

· Unable to be understood by people in their environment

· Language difficulties, for example;

· Difficulties understanding spoken language

· Expressive language difficulties
· Speech sound difficulties.- please see guidelines
· Speech sound difficulties relating to craniofacial and pharyngeal disorders such as cleft palate and related disorders. 

· Speech, language and communication difficulties which are restricting social interaction.
· A difficulty speaking fluently, for example stammering/stuttering

· Voice difficulties.

· Eating and drinking difficulties, for example; 

· evidence of regular coughing, spluttering, 

· and changes in breathing or

· gagging during meals

· choking episodes

Referrals Not Accepted

Referrals are not accepted for children and young people when the following

apply:-

· The child’s speech, language and communication skills are developing in line with his/her general development.

· The child’s speech, language and communication needs could be met effectively within school and/or by other agencies.
· The child’s difficulties lie in acquiring English as an additional language and are not present in their home language.

· The child has difficulties with attention/listening, memory, literacy, phonological awareness or has selective mutism but these are not associated with an underlying speech, language or communication difficulty.

·  The child has a small appetite, accepts a limited range of food and drink but

is otherwise healthy.

· Isolated speech difficulties were the child is not concerned.

· Children and young people registered with a GP outside of the West Cheshire NHS Clinical Commissioning Groups that do not have a Statement of Special Educational Need/Education, or Education Health and Care Plan.

· Children for whom a specialist service is already delivered by another service including:

· Children with feeding difficulties related to Cleft Lip/Palate, these children are followed up by the North West Cleft Lip and Palate/Velopharyngeal Team.

· Children with severe to profound hearing impairment, these children are followed up by the Cheshire and Merseyside Hearing Impairment Network.

· Young people from 5 to 16 attending private schools whose needs cannot be met by the clinic service. 
· Young people at college (under review) 
Note referrals are not accepted to provide reports to support funding applications. 
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